
OSHA: Medical Surveillance for Workers  
Exposed to Hexavalent Chromium

•	 Chromium standard
•	 Job information including level of exposure 
•	 PPE to be used, including respirator
•	 Pertinent medical information regarding 

employee that might not be otherwise 
available to the physician 

Notes:

A written medical opinion must be given 
within 30 days of examination

* TWA = Time Weighted Average

Workers exposed to Cr(VI) ≥ 2.5 µg/m3 8-hour 
TWA* for ≥ 30 days/year (action level)
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Sources:

OSHA Hexavalent Chromium Standard available 
at http://www.osha.gov/pls/oshaweb/owadisp.
show_document?p_table=STANDARDS&p_id=13096

Employer 
provides 
clinic with:

Evaluation within 30 days following initial assignment

Evaluation panel:

•	 Occupational and medical history

•	 Physical examination (focus on skin and respiratory tract)

•	 Other tests deemed necessary by physician/other licensed 
healthcare professional (PLHCP)

If at any point the worker 
develops signs and 
symptoms associated with 
Cr(VI) exposure,  or if PLHCP 
recommends it, an  evaluation 
must be done.

!

Repeat evaluation annually
If worker is exposed to Cr(VI) in an emergency 

[uncontrolled Cr(VI) release] that results 
in a significant unexpected exposure, an 
evaluation must be done within 30 days

Exit evaluation at termination 
of employment (unless an 

exam was performed in the 
preceding 6 months)
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